
Advanced and AP English Courses 

 
10th Grade Advanced English 

Advanced English 10 may be taken in place of the regular course.  It addresses all the standards 

listed previously but is distinguished from the regular class by additional outside reading, 

rigorous development of writing skills, and class discussion using analytical reasoning skills. 

 

11th Grade Advanced English 

Advanced English 11 may be taken in place of the regular course.  It addresses all the standards 

listed previously but is distinguished from the regular class by additional outside reading, 

rigorous development of writing skills, and class discussion using analytical reasoning skills. 

AP English Language and Composition  
 

AP English Language and Composition may be taken in place of the regular English 11 course.  

The AP course addresses all of the standards listed previously. This AP course in English 

Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a 

variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of 

purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions 

among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way genre 

conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. This course is 

distinguished from the regular course by additional outside reading, development of writing 

skills and classroom discussion skills. 

 

AP English Literature and Composition  
 

An AP English Literature and Composition may be taken in place of English 12.  The AP course 

addresses all of the standards listed previously. This AP course engages students in the careful 

reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected 

texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both 

meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style 

and themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, 

symbolism and tone. This course is distinguished from the regular course by additional outside 

reading, development of writing skills and classroom discussion skills. 

 

 

 

 



 

APPENDIX A 

 

Research Supporting Key Elements of the Standards  

 
Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects is a valuable resource for local school systems. 

The first section of Appendix A addresses five key elements of the standards, and the second section 

(discussed on the following page) provides information regarding key terms used in the national 

document. The five elements described in the first section are Reading, Reading Foundational Skills, 

Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language as outlined below. In addition to the key elements, an 

extensive bibliography is also included in the first section. The entire text of Appendix A may be accessed 

for local use at http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf.  

 

Reading  

A research-based case is made for why the complexity of what students read matters. In addition, some 

guidance is provided in measuring text complexity to coincide with what the reading standards require. 

This part illustrates why quantitative measures alone without qualitative measures are not adequate. Also 

included are annotated examples, showing specifically how the model can be used to assess the 

complexity of various kinds of texts appropriate for different grade levels.  

 

Reading Foundational Skills  

This part supplements the “Reading Standards: Foundational Skills for Grades K-5.” It addresses 

phoneme-grapheme correspondences, phonological awareness, and orthography.  

 

Writing  

Definitions of the standards’ three text types—argument, informative/explanatory writing, and narrative 

writing—are described in this part. Also addressed is the special place for argument in the standards.  

 

Speaking and Listening  
The importance of early instruction in developing students’ listening and speaking skills is addressed. A 

focus on research in this area is also included, the results of which strongly suggest that the English 

language arts classroom should address the link between oral and written language and young children’s 

ability to read and write.  

 

Language  
The matters of convention, knowledge of language, and vocabulary and how they extend across the 

strands of reading, writing, and speaking and listening are discussed in this part.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf


 

Glossary of Key Terms  

 
The second section of Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & 

Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects contains a glossary of terms limited to 

words and phrases particularly important to the standards and that have a meaning unique to the 

document. Although every effort has been made to ensure that the standards are clearly written and as free 

of jargon as possible, it may be necessary at times to consult high-quality dictionaries or standard 

resources to clarify specialized and discipline-specific terms. The glossary may be accessed for local use 

at http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf


APPENDIX B 

 

Samples of Student Writing  

 
Appendix C of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects contains annotated writing samples to illustrate 

the criteria required to meet the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for particular types of writing—

argument, informative/explanatory text, and narrative—in each grade. The samples, which are actual 

writings from Grades K-12 students who attended school in a number of states and districts across the 

country, should be a valuable resource in interpreting the level of writing demanded by the standards.  

 

Due to the fact that copyright laws and permissions granted to the Council of Chief State School Officers 

(CCSSO) and National Governors Association (NGA) do not extend to states and other users of the 

CCSS, Alabama is unable to reproduce the excerpts within this document. However, school systems are 

encouraged to utilize the annotated writing samples. The entire text of Appendix C may be accessed for 

local use at http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf. 
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APPENDIX C 

 

LITERACY STANDARDS FOR GRADES 6-12: HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, 

SCIENCE, AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS  
 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading  
 
The Grades 6-12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to 

do by the end of each grade span. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor 

standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the 

former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the 

skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.  

 

Key Ideas and Details  
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas.  

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.  

 

Craft and Structure  
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and 

figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.  

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the 

text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.*  

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches the authors take.  

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.  

 
*See College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing, “Research to Build and Present Knowledge,” on the following 

page for additional standards relevant to gathering, assessing, and applying information from print and digital sources. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12  
 
The standards below begin at Grade 6; standards for K-5 reading in history/social studies, science, and 

technical subjects are integrated into the K-5 Reading standards. The CCR anchor standards and high 

school standards in literacy work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the 

former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

 

Grades 6-8 Students: Grades 9-10 Students: Grades 11-12 Students: 
Key Ideas and Details   

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

attending to such features as the date and origin 

of the information. 

 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of primary and secondary sources, 

connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of 

a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from 

prior knowledge or opinions. 

 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of 

a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of how key events or ideas 

develop over the course of the text. 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of 

a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a 

process related to history/social studies (e.g., 

how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are 

raised or lowered). 

 

3. Analyze in detail a series of events described 

in a text; determine whether earlier events 

caused later ones or simply preceded them. 

3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or 

events and determine which explanation best 

accords with textual evidence, acknowledging 

where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

Craft and Structure   

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social 

studies. 

 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

describing political, social, or economic aspects 

of history/social studies. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including analyzing 

how an author uses and refines the meaning of 

a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how 

Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

5. Describe how a text presents information 

(e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally). 

 

5. Analyze how a text uses structure to 

emphasize key points or advance an 

explanation or analysis. 

5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary 

source is structured, including how key 

sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 

the text contribute to the whole. 

6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 

language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 

facts). 

 

6. Compare the point of view of two or more 

authors for how they treat the same or similar 

topics, including which details they include and 

emphasize in their respective accounts. 

6. Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on 

the same historical event or issue by assessing 

the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas   

7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, 

graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 

information in print and digital texts. 

 

7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts). 7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as 

in words) in order to address a question or 

solve a problem. 

8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned 

judgment in a text. 

 

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and 

evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 

8. Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and 

evidence by corroborating or challenging them 

with other information. 

9. Analyze the relationship between a primary 

and secondary source on the same topic. 

 

9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same 

topic in several primary and secondary sources. 

9. Integrate information from diverse sources, 

both primary and secondary, into a coherent 

understanding of an idea or event, noting 

discrepancies among sources. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text 

Complexity 
  

10. By the end of Grade 8, read and comprehend 

history/social studies texts in the Grade 6-8 text 

complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

10. By the end of Grade 10, read and 

comprehend history/social studies texts in the 

Grade 9-10 text complexity band independently 

and proficiently. 

10. By the end of Grade 12, read and 

comprehend history/social studies texts in the 

Grades 11-CCR text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 



Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and  

Technical Subjects 6-12 
 

Grades 6-8 Students: Grades 9-10 Students: Grades 11-12 Students: 
Key Ideas and Details   
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of science and technical texts. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of science and technical texts, 

attending to the precise details of explanations 

or descriptions. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of science and technical texts, 

attending to important distinctions the author 

makes and to any gaps or inconsistencies in the 

account. 

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of 

a text; provide an accurate summary of the text 

distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of 

a text; trace the text’s explanation or description 

of a complex process, phenomenon, or concept; 

provide an accurate summary of the text. 

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of 

a text; summarize complex concepts, processes, 

or information presented in a text by 

paraphrasing them in simpler but still accurate 

terms. 

3. Follow precisely a multistep procedure when 

carrying out experiments, taking measurements, 

or performing technical tasks. 

3. Follow precisely a multistep procedure when 

carrying out experiments, taking measurements, 

or performing technical tasks, attending to 

special cases or exceptions defined in the text. 

3.  Follow precisely a multistep procedure when 

carrying out experiments, taking measurements, 

or performing technical tasks; analyze the 

specific results based on explanations in the 

text. 

Craft and Structure   
4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key 

terms, and other domain-specific words and 

phrases as they are used in a specific scientific 

or technical context relevant to Grade 6-8 texts 

and topics. 

4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key 

terms, and other domain-specific words and 

phrases as they are used in a specific scientific 

or technical context relevant to Grade 9-10 

texts and topics. 

4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key 

terms, and other domain-specific words and 

phrases as they are used in a specific scientific 

or technical context relevant to Grade 11-12 

texts and topics. 

5. Analyze the structure an author uses to 

organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute to the whole and to an 

understanding of the topic. 

5. Analyze the structure of the relationships 

among concepts in a text, including 

relationships among key terms (e.g., force, 

friction, reaction, force, energy). 

5. Analyze how the text structures information 

or ideas into categories or hierarchies, 

demonstrating understanding of the information 

or ideas. 

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 

explanation, describing a procedure, or 

discussing an experiment in a text. 

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 

explanation, describing a procedure, or 

discussing an experiment in a text, defining the 

questions the author seeks to address.  

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 

explanation, describing a procedure, or 

discussing an experiment in a text, identifying 

important issues that remain unresolved. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas   
7. Integrate quantitative or technical 

information expressed in words in a text with a 

version of that information expressed visually 

(e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or 

table). 

7. Translate quantitative or technical 

information expressed in words in a text into 

visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate 

information expressed visually or 

mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into 

words. 

7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., quantitative data, video, 

multimedia) in order to address a question or 

solve a problem. 

8. Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment 

based on research findings, and speculation in a 

text. 

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and 

evidence in a text support the author’s claim or 

a recommendation for solving a scientific or 

technical problem. 

8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and 

conclusions in a science or technical text, 

verifying the data when possible and 

corroborating or challenging conclusions with 

other sources of information. 

9. Compare and contrast information gained 

from experiments, simulations, video, or 

multimedia sources with that gained from 

reading a text on the same topic. 

9. Compare and contrast findings presented in a 

text to those from other sources (including their 

own experiments), noting when the findings 

support or contradict previous explanations or 

accounts. 

9. Synthesize information from a range of 

sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) 

into a coherent understanding of a process, 

phenomenon, or concept, resolving conflicting 

information when possible. 

Range of Reading and Level of 

Complexity 

  

10. By the end of Grade 8, read and 

comprehend science/technical texts in the 

Grades 6-8 text complexity band independently 

and proficiently. 

10. By the end of Grade 10, read and 

comprehend science/technical texts in the 

Grades 9-10 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of Grade 12, read and 

comprehend science/technical texts in the 

Grades 11-CCR text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 



College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing  
 
The Grades 6-12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to 

do by the end of each grade span. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor 

standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the 

former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the 

skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate.  

 

Text Types and Purposes*  
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.  

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

 

Production and Distribution of Writing  
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience.  

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach.  

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 

with others.  

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge  
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy 

of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.  

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

 

Range of Writing  
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

 
*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12  
 
The standards below begin at Grade 6; standards for K-5 writing in history/social studies, science, and technical 

subjects are integrated into the K-5 Writing standards. The CCR anchor standards and high school standards in 

literacy work in tandem to define college- and career-readiness expectations—the former providing broad standards, 

the latter providing additional specificity. 

 

Grades 6-8 Students: Grades 9-10 Students: Grades 11-12 Students: 
Text Types and Purposes   
1. Write arguments focused on discipline-

specific content. 

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, 

acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) 

from alternate or opposing claims, and 

organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 

relevant, accurate data and evidence that 

demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 

text, using credible sources. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 

cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-

specific content. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the 

claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, 

and create an organization that establishes 

clear relationships among the claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, 

supplying data and evidence for each while 

pointing out the strengths and limitations of 

both claim(s) and counterclaims in a 

discipline-appropriate form and in a manner 

that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 

level and concerns. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the 

major sections of the text, create cohesion, 

and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons and evidence, 

and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which 

they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from or supports the argument 

presented. 

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-

specific content. 

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 

establish the significance of the claim(s), 

distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and create an organization 

that logically sequences the claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 

and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 

data and evidence for each while pointing out 

the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) 

and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate 

form that anticipates the audience’s 

knowledge level, concerns, values, and 

possible biases. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as 

varied syntax to link the major sections of the 

text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 

between reasons and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which 

they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from or supports the argument 

presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12  (Continued) 
 

Grades 6-8 Students: Grades 9-10 Students: Grades 11-12 Students: 
Text Types and Purposes cont’d   
2. Write informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 

processes. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is 

to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories as 

appropriate to achieving purpose; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful 

to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to 

create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 

processes. 

a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, 

concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

figures, tables), and multimedia when useful 

to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, 

and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples appropriate to the 

audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures 

to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 

topic and convey a style appropriate to the 

discipline and context as well as to the 

expertise of likely readers. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which 

they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented (e.g., 

articulating implications or the significance 

of the topic). 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, 

including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical 

processes. 

a. Introduce a topic and organize complex 

ideas, concepts, and information so that each 

new element builds on that which precedes it 

to create a unified whole; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the 

most significant and relevant facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples appropriate 

to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures 

to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 

complex ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language, domain-specific 

vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 

simile, and analogy to manage the 

complexity of the topic; convey a 

knowledgeable stance in a style that responds 

to the discipline and context as well as to the 

expertise of likely readers. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation provided (e.g., 

articulating implications or the significance 

of the topic). 

3. (See note; not applicable as a separate 

requirement) 
3. (See note; not applicable as a separate 

requirement) 

3. (See note; not applicable as a separate 

requirement) 

 

 
Note:  Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The Standards require that students be able to incorporate 

 narrative elements effectively into arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In history/social studies, students must 

 be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical import. In science and 

 technical subjects, students must be able to write precise enough descriptions of the step-by-step procedures they use in 

 their investigations or technical work so others can replicate them and (possibly) reach the same results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12    (Continued) 
 

Grades 6-8 Students: Grades 9-10 Students: Grades 11-12 Students: 
Production and Distribution of Writing   
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 

the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 

the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 

the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. With some guidance and support from peers 

and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 

purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 

most significant for a specific purpose and 

audience. 

 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 

most significant for a specific purpose and 

audience. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas 

clearly and efficiently. 

 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared writing products, taking advantage of 

technology’s capacity to link to other 

information and to display information flexibly 

and dynamically. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce, publish, and update individual or 

shared writing products in response to ongoing 

feedback, including new arguments or 

information. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge   
7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating 

additional related, focused questions that allow 

for multiple avenues of exploration. 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained 

research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a 

problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 

appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 

subject, demonstrating understanding of the 

subject under investigation. 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained 

research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a 

problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 

appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 

subject, demonstrating understanding of the 

subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple 

print and digital sources, using search terms 

effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy 

of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 

and conclusions of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following a standard format for 

citation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the 

usefulness of each source in answering the 

research question; integrate information into the 

text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 

format for citation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources, using 

advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in 

terms of the specific task, purpose, and 

audience; integrate information into the text 

selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 

one source and following a standard format for 

citation. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing   
10. Write routinely over extended time frames 

(time for reflection and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames 

(time for reflection and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames 

(time for reflection and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX D 
 

2010 College– and Career–Ready Standards (CCRS): English 

Language Arts Skills and Understandings That Require 

Continued Attention  
 

An asterisk is used in the Language Standards strand to indicate subcomponents of standards that need continued 

attention across the grades. Local systems and classroom teachers should be aware that these concepts require 

continued instruction with increasing rigor. 

 

Grade 

Level  

Page 

Number  

Content  

Standards  

Skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require 

continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to 

increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with 

an asterisk (*).  

3  36  37.f  Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* [L.3.1f]  

3  39  39.a  Choose words and phrases for effect.* [L.3.3a]  

    

4  42  38.f  Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 

fragments and run-ons.* [L.4.1f]  

4  42  38.g  Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, 

their).* [L.4.1g]  

4  43  40.a  Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*[L.4.3a]  

4  43  40.b  Choose punctuation for effect.* [L.4.3b]  

    

5  49  38.d  Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* [L.5.1d]  

5  49  39.a  Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* [L.5.2a]  

    

6  55  37.d  Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and 

person.* [L.6.1c]  

6  55  37.e  Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or 

ambiguous antecedents).*[L.6.1d]  

6  55  37f  Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ 

writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language.* [L.6.1.e]  

6  55  38.a  Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive 

or parenthetical elements.* [L.6.2A]  

6  55  39.a  Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader or listener interest, and 

style.*[L.6.3a]  

6  55  39.b  Maintain consistency in style and tone.* [L.6.3b]  

    

7  61  36.d  Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting 

misplaced and dangling modifiers.* [L.7.1c]  

7  62  38.a  Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 

recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* [L.7.3a]  

    

8  67  36.e  Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and 

mood.*[L.8.1a]  

    

9  75  36.c  Use parallel structure.* [L.9-10.1a]  

    

10  82  37.a  Use parallel structure.* [L.9-10.1a]  
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ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
CREATIVE WRITING (Semester) 

Grade 9-12 

Creative Writing is a course designed to allow motivated students to try their hands at various 

non-scholarly types of writing--essentially stories, poetry, journals, and personal essays.  It is 

designed for students who enjoy writing and who would like to receive constructive criticism of 

their efforts.  With teacher recommendation, students may take additional semesters of Creative 

Writing or apply for the Muse staff.  

 

LITERARY MAGAZINE - Muse Staff (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 
Literary Magazine is a course that focuses on writing, recognizing, and publishing quality 

creative writing.  The first semester is devoted to personal creative writing and the critiquing of 

these works while simultaneously soliciting, evaluating, and publishing works by other MBHS 

writers for the literary magazine the Muse. Applications for each school year are available during 

the spring semester from the advisor.   

 

PUBLIC SPEAKING (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Public Speaking builds a foundation in the basic principles of communication theory and practice 

with an emphasis on writing and speaking for the mass media.  Students will participate in a 

variety of communication experiences such as formal speeches, debates, interviews, and group 

discussions. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO ORAL INTERPRETATION (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

In this semester long class, students will practice and present short performance pieces cut from 

published works as well as write their own short pieces. This process will allow them to develop 

effective vocal control of rate, inflection, pitch, volume, quality, and articulation as well as learn 

to use gestures, vocal control and body language to express attitudes, ideas and emotion to 

reduce communication apprehension in a fun, informal setting.  This is an entry level, 

performance-based class; no prior theatre experience is required; however, all levels of 

experience are encouraged. Students will learn how to cut and perform the following types of 

interpretations: original oratory, after-dinner speaking, international and domestic 

extemporaneous speaking, duo interpretation, humorous interpretation, dramatic interpretation, 

prose/ poetry interpretation, and impromptu speaking. 

 

DEBATE/FORENSICS (Year) 

Grade 9-12 

Requirement: Good Academic Standing and Teacher Approval 
Policy Debate focused on the advocacy of a plan or policy action and is intended to develop 

students' logical reasoning, critical thinking, processing speed, verbal acuity, reading level, 

writing level, broad knowledge of current events, politics, and philosophy, and practice of 

sound research procedures. Debaters work in pairs (teams) to address the school year's topic, 

either from the affirmative side (to propose a plan to solve a problem with the topic), or the 



negative side (to prove how the affirmative’s plan is Tournament participation is not required 

but strongly recommended and does involve costs. 

 

Public Forum Debate is audience (general public) friendly debate and is intended to develop 

students' logical reasoning, critical thinking, processing speed, verbal acuity, reading level, 

writing level, broad knowledge of current events, politics, and philosophy, and practice of 

sound research procedures. Two pairs (teams) debate monthly controversial topics ripped 

from newspaper headlines. Rounds begin with a coin toss between the competing teams to 

determine side and order (Pro-Con or Con-Pro). Public Forum tests skills in argumentation, 

cross-examination, and refutation.  Tournament participation is not required but strongly 

recommended and does involve costs. 
 

Lincoln Douglas Debate centers on a proposition of value, which concerns itself with what 

ought to be instead of what is. A value is an ideal held by individuals, societies, governments, 

etc. One debater upholds each side of the resolution from a value perspective. The debates 

focus on logical reasoning to support a general principle. Topics change every two months 

and are intended to develop students' logical reasoning, critical thinking, processing speed, 

verbal acuity, reading level, writing level, broad knowledge of current events, politics, 

philosophy, and practice of sound research procedures. Tournaments are over several days in 

length and often involve travel across the country. Tournament participation is not required 

but strongly recommended and does involve costs. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Introduction to Journalism is designed to teach fundamental skills in both print and broadcast 

journalism with an emphasis on journalistic writing. The course will also introduce students to 

elements of technology necessary for the production of a newspaper, news broadcast, or 

yearbook.  After completing Journalism I, students should be prepared to serve on the production 

staff of the newspaper, news broadcasting, or the yearbook.  

 

JOURNALISM – Newspaper (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Requirement: Application and Selection 

Newspaper Journalism is the opportunity for practical experience in newspaper planning and 

production.  This course is for staff members of the school newspaper only. The staff members 

are selected in the spring of the previous school year, must show writing ability and are chosen 

based on the following criteria: 1) written answers to questions, 2) teacher recommendations, 3) 

writing sample, 4) final recommendation made by sponsor and co-editors in chief, and 5) the 

ability to schedule 7
th

 period. The staff meets during the school day and is awarded elective 

credit. 

 

JOURNALISM/YEARBOOK JH (Semester) 

Grade 9   
This course is designed for highly-motivated and independent students to complete and publish a 

yearbook. This includes selling advertisements, planning the yearbook, designing pages, copy 

writing, and editing. Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the electives 

requirements for graduation. 

 



OLYMPIAN Yearbook Staff (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Requirement: Application and Selection 

The Olympian Staff is the opportunity for practical experience in yearbook planning and 

production.  This course is for staff members of the school yearbook only. Staff members are 

chosen in the spring according to these requirements: 1) Submission of a letter of intent, 2) 

Attendance at a mandatory informational meeting, 3) Submission of written responses to 

questions and lay/out design problems, 4) Interview by sponsors and editors, and 5) Final 

selection by the sponsors and editors. The staff meets during 7
th

 period and is awarded elective 

credit. 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S STUDIES IN LITERATURE (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Women’s Literature is an academic elective open to junior and senior students. Students analyze 

women’s roles both historically and culturally through the works of women writers.  A 

biographical perspective of the female authors and consideration of the period in which they 

wrote will provide the basis for an examination of female stereotypes promoted by popular 

culture. The course will include in-class reading of a variety of novellas, short stories, poems, 

nonfiction articles, and drama, supplemented by an extensive audio-visual collection. The fall 

semester will cover an overview of cultural attitudes toward women, the history of the women’s 

movement in this country, and literature reflecting the theme of the young woman resisting a 

patriarchal society. The spring semester will continue with a study of issues surrounding 

women’s multiple roles, the theme of the mature woman in a patriarchal marriage, and views of 

society toward the aging woman.  

 

READING (Semester) 

Grade 9-12 

Reading is an elective open to students in all three grade levels. The course is designed to 

enhance students’ reading comprehension, speed, and vocabulary through a variety of texts. 

Students will have personal reading time each week. 

   

WRITING ENHANCEMENT (11
th

 Grade-Year/12
th

 Grade-Semester) 

Grade 11-12 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 

Writing Enhancement offers a wide range of reading and writing experiences that build on the 

students’ interests and on their reading and oral language experiences.  Fluency of reading and 

writing is stressed.  Writing mechanics and writing for specific purposes are addressed 

individually through teacher/student conferences.  The course includes an orientation to available 

software programs and stresses proficiency in composing and editing at the computer.   

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


